
Hampton Park News June 2020

The Friends of Hampton Park are proud to announce that, in partnership with the Friends of Carlington
Hill we have been successful in securing two grants for stewardship initiatives.

1. With funding from the TD Park People (http://parkpeople.ca/) we’re planning webinars,
regeneration projects, and materials like interpretative signage and self-guided maps that highlight
species or topics of interest.

FREE! Introducing the Carlington Woods Zoom webinar Saturday June 27, 10-11 a.m.,
with guest speaker Owen Clarkin, 2nd VP, Ottawa Field-Naturalists’ Club (OFNC). Owen has
led many walks in Carlington and Hampton, is an avid iNaturalist contributor, and a highly
engaging speaker!

Email FriendsofCarlingtonHill@gmail.com to register.

A webinar for Hampton is planned for later in the summer. Let us know what topics you’re interested
in and we’ll try and include them.

2. A City of Ottawa Community Environmental Protection grant will be used to hire an ecologist to
conduct an assessment of and prepare species inventories for both forests.1 This information will
guide future stewardship efforts; all data will be made publicly available.

Calling all nature data lovers! We’re going to need volunteers to collect and analyze data from both
forests, so if numbers and spreadsheets are your thing this may be just the volunteer job for you!

Invasive Species: Knotweed & DSV

Thank you to the many volunteers who have helped control
knotweed and dog-strangling vine this spring. We now have a
great team of trained invasive spotters but can always use more!
If you want to learn how to spot and remove invasive species,
we have everything you’ll need to get started. Please email us
for information, or watch for in-park signs about pop-up cuts &
demos.

Giving a native species a fighting chance: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J_7JLciuFb8

NOTE: Part of the knotweed stand at Buell was removed after it was knocked down by
persons unknown. Much of the live material that was felled was bagged and properly
disposed of to prevent spread (it’s already spreading south along the Buell path towards
Merivale). There are also new areas on the forest edges where it is starting to appear. We
hope to regenerate this area with native Staghorn Sumac later this summer or early fall.

Due to the highly invasive nature of knotweed, DO NOT walk or cycle
through this stand, or create new trails in this or any other area.

Leave pylons in place.

11 The City of Ottawa inventoried all greenspaces in 2005. All urban natural areas (UNAs) were designated at that
time. The Hampton Woods is UNA 122; the Carlington Woods is UNA 121. The two UNAs are 1.5 km apart.

A special thanks to volunteers
Luke, Dylan and Carolyn!

This trio adopted a knotweed patch
near the culvert & have been clearing
it with great success. They also found
native wood nettles growing nearby...
and the reason why we always wear
gloves when handling any plant!



Hampton Park is worth your time!

Here’s how you can help, any day of the week, alone or with friends and family:

1. Pick up litter, particularly plastics. Extra bags are usually available at the Buell & Brennan entrances
(feel free to add to the stash). Bonus points for recycling any cans or bottles you find at home. If you
have only a few, you can deposit them in one of two beverage recycling bins at Hampton Park Plaza.

If you’d like recycling and composting bins in Hampton, better public washroom options, or have
concerns about the preservation of the Hampton Woods, please email our City Councillor, Jeff
Leiper, Jeff.Leiper@ottawa.ca and let him know. We need your voices to make a difference!

2. Are you adept at making wreaths out of grape vine or Virginia
creeper? One idea we’ve been kicking around is to make “ID wreaths”
from these natural materials to identify the tree species in the
park...but we need some wreath-making guidance!

3. No wheels in the woods. Do not cycle, use strollers, wagons or other
wheeled devices in the Woods. High-impact activities like this
contribute to poor soil health, disturb wildlife, and spread invasive
species.

Damages to the South Woods
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=88VYsEyxc0s

Check shoes, tires and paws for unwanted invasive plant seeds. We can unknowingly carry them
back to our own or our neighbours’ gardens. Learn to recognize and remove invasive plants:
1. Ontario Invasive Plant Council: https://www.ontarioinvasiveplants.ca/resources/
2. Ottawa Field-Naturalists’Club: https://ofnc.ca/programs/fletcher-wildlife-garden/invasive-

plants

4. Obey leash laws. Dogs are allowed off leash only in the fenced-in run next to the Queensway.

At-large dogs distress local and migratory wildlife, dig up soil, and spread invasive plant seeds.
http://www.ontarioparks.com/parksblog/protect-parks-keep-dogs-on-leash/

5. Ever wonder how old some of Hampton’s trees are? Well, that big, smooth, silver-barked American
beech, east of Buell is ~10’ around, which means it could be close to 300 years old! Measure your
favourite tree all the way around it at average adult chest height, known as circumference at breast
height, or CBH. Then use one or both of these online calculators to get an estimate of its age:

Tree Guide: http://www.tree-guide.com/tree-age-calculator OR
Good Calculators/Tree Age Calculator: http://www.tree-guide.com/tree-age-calculator

Stay in touch at urbanweedeater@gmail.com or #HamptonPark on Twitter. Friends of
Hampton Park is part of the Hampton-Iona Community Group,
https://hamptoniona.wordpress.com/

The National Capital Commission owns the majority of Hampton Park and contracts most maintenance—garbage,
landscaping, facilities upkeep, etc.—to the City of Ottawa. The Ontario Ministry of Transport is responsible for the
trees planted along the Queensway. Park issues to be reported (downed trees, at-large dogs, unsafe or hazardous
materials, etc.) should be reported to the City by calling 311 or emailing 311@ottawa.ca.


