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SAVE THE DATE
Family Walk: October 17

Did you know that trees and plants have families too? Bring the kids
for a ramble through Hampton Park with treebadour Owen Clarkin of
the Ottawa Field-Naturalists Club. Owen will be joined by members of
TreeFest, Friends of Hampton Park and Friends of Carlington Hill.

October 17, 2020, 10:30 – 11:30 am (Rain date Oct. 18)
BRING A MASK!

Meet at the Island Park Drive entrance at 10:20 a.m.

Dress for the weather. No wheels (bikes, wagons) or dogs please!
To stay safe, we may need to split into groups.
If you plan to attend please email urbanweedeater@gmail.com with the number of people in your party.

WEBINARS

If you missed the Hampton Park webinar watch it here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b-AtS-3W8LU&t=65s.

As we head into cooler weather, it’s the perfect time to host more webinars. If you’re interested in a particular topic,
or just want to connect with others to share stories or photos, let us know and we can help set it up.

KNOTWEED NEWS: A biologist with the National Capital Commission plans to remove Japanese knotweed
from some areas of the park and regenerate with native plants, including the area we worked on last year. The work
should start this fall and we’ll send an update as soon as we know more details. If you see that the tarp has been
moved, please replace it, or email us and we’ll make sure it’s taken care of.

Thank you to all our knotweed volunteers!
Your hard work shed a spotlight on this problem & it has paid off!

ECOLOGICAL STUDY & NEXT STEPS

With a grant from the City of Ottawa Community Environmental Protection program, a field ecologist was hired in
June to study the woods of Hampton and nearby Carlington, observe impacts, map trails, update species inventories,
and make recommendations for regeneration. Friends of Hampton Park, and its partners, will use the ecological
report as the basis to create a sustainable and inclusive long-term park plan, which could include:

 installing trail markers and interpretative signage
 using natural barriers to decrease unofficial trail use and trail widening
 roping off larger areas for regeneration pilot projects, and
 extending support projects, such as signage and self-guided maps, which are already underway.

The report will be finalized later this fall, likely in November. We will send a copy to everyone on the mailing list
once it’s available and then hold a series of online meetings with all interested stakeholders to begin planning.



Be good to the woods!

Did you know that urban forests, like the Hampton Woods, provide
more than $9,000 per hectare in annual economic benefits?1

The Hampton Woods are about 10 hectares in size, so that’s $90,000
every single year in free stuff like stormwater control, energy savings,
and better air quality!

So tread lightly. There are far more people
using this park than ever before and many
activities can unknowingly contribute to
erosion and compaction, disturb wildlife, and
spread invasive species.

Resources:

Ontario Invasive Plant Council:
https://www.ontarioinvasiveplants.ca/resources/

Ottawa Field-Naturalists’Club:
https://ofnc.ca/programs/fletcher-wildlife-
garden/invasive-plants

Pick up garbage, especially plastics. Extra bags are usually available at the Buell & Brennan entrances. Wear gloves
when picking up trash as there has been a marked increase in medical waste (masks, gloves, wipes).

Respect other park users and obey leash laws. Dogs are allowed off their leashes only in the fenced-in run next to
the Queensway. Keeping dogs on-leash protects our parks’ ecological integrity by a dog-loving Killarney Parks
program leader should give all dog owners food for thought: http://www.ontarioparks.com/parksblog/protect-parks-
keep-dogs-on-leash/

Raise your voice. If you’d like to have recycling and composting bins in Hampton, better public washroom options,
or have concerns about the preservation of the Hampton Woods, please email Kitchissippi Ward Councillor,
Jeff.Leiper@ottawa.ca.

Most of the Hampton Park lands are owned by the National Capital Commission, so you can also share concerns
with the Member of Parliament for Ottawa Centre, Catherine.McKenna@parl.gc.ca.

Due to the Queensway widening and the trees planted there by the Ontario Ministry of Transport, any issues specific
to that area should be directed to the MPP for Ottawa Centre JHarden-QP@ndp.on.ca.

Stay in touch at urbanweedeater@gmail.com or #HamptonPark on Twitter. Friends of Hampton
Park is part of the Hampton-Iona Community Group, https://hamptoniona.wordpress.com/

The National Capital Commission owns the majority of Hampton Park and contracts most maintenance—garbage,
landscaping, facilities upkeep, etc.—to the City of Ottawa. The Ontario Ministry of Transport is responsible for the trees
planted along the Queensway. Park issues to be reported (e.g., downed trees, at-large dogs, unsafe or hazardous materials,
etc.) should be reported to the City by calling 311 or emailing 311@ottawa.ca.

The Hampton Park lands are the traditional unceded territory of the Algonquin-Anishinabeg People

1 https://ncc-ccn.gc.ca/news/natural-capital-the-economic-value-of-ncc-green-spaces-1.

City of Surrey, BC park sign explains the role
of forest litter.


